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Overview

• What is ‘Language’ and ‘Literacy’ and how does one 
impact the other?

• Language development and what impacts this for 
better or worse?

• Teaching language in the school setting

• The BIG Questions
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Language is the  “Foundation 
for ALL conscious thoughts 
and ALL communication”
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Literacy is the ability to 
identify, understand, 

interpret, create, 
communicate and 

compute, using 
printed and written 
materials associated 

with varying contexts.
UNESCO
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Bloom & Lahey’s model
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Encoding     - Decoding     - Lexical Route      - Non-lexical Route     - Sub-Lexical Route     - Dual-Route Model     -

Lexicon     - Word Recognition    - Comprehension   - Phonemes     - Phonological Awareness     - Phonemic Awareness   
-



Factors that influence learning:

• Attention

• Retention

• Reproduction

• Motivation
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Teaching vs Testing

'Teaching' is intentionally increasing another person's 
knowledge or skill through planning, conducting 
activities and talking.

'Learning' is an individual's own sense-making"

(Lindfors, J.)

“Stretch the ability while maintaining 
a comfort level”

(Whitlow C& Buggey T.)
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What is a 'language development' task?
How do you TEACH language?
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Essential 
Ingredients

• Relationship

• Fundamental Skills of 
Communication

• Bloom and Lahey's model

• Zone of Proximal Development

• Intent & Motivation
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“Look beyond our written curriculum 
to life based outcomes, shaping the 
former based on the latter”

(Whitlow & Buggey)

#11



The BIG questions…

1) What?
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2) How?
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• Developing relationships 
with all stakeholders

• Team collaboration
• Developmental hierarchies

• Ongoing learning
• Prescribed frameworks
• Informal assessment
• Formal assessment

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/learning/ecliteracy/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/learning/ecliteracy/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/learning/ecliteracy/Pages/default.aspx


3) Why?
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Who?
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Stephi West
stephi.west@psychologysa.org.au
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